Your Ref:

Our Ref: 19/0135
Enquiries:

Telephone: 7322 3347
Facsimile: 7322 4180

Ms Alison Sandy

C/- Seven Network

560 Sir Samuel Griffith Drive
MOUNT COOT-THA QLD 4066

Email: asandy@seven.com.au

Dear Ms Sandy,
Re: Freedom of Information Act application

| refer to your application made pursuant to the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act 1991 in
which access was sought to the following information:

‘I'm seeking documents, specifically reports, ministerial/executive briefings and
attachments, audits, weapons licensing unit meeting minutes, relating to permits for
weapons being granted fo applicants in the past two financial years. I'm specifically
looking for the number of successful applicants each year, a breakdown of age,
gender, location (by LACs) and type of weapons.”

On 26 July 2018 Sergeant Friend spoke with you via telephone to clarify the scope of your
request. You clarified and narrowed the scope of your request to:

"after approvals given by SAPOL for purchase or holding of weapons as well as
statistics given for firearms registrations broken down into categories.”

In response to our letter dated 7 August 2018 you further narrowed the scope of your
request {o:

“statistics given for firearms registrations broken down into categories and include
the first 20 applications made this year (ie from 1 January 2018) that aren’t in
reference fo toy gquns/air rifles...where permission was sought from SAPOL by
Customs.. limit searches to no more than 80 applications.”

www.police.sa.gov.au  South Australia Police, GPO Box 1539, Adelaide SA 5001  ABN 93 799 021 552 of g:l}ﬁ“"m:t"r;"a




In relation to the following part of your request:

( “statistics given for firearms registrations broken down into categories...”

It is determined to release in full the statistics for ‘Permit to Acquire’ (PTA) a firearm
approvals for financial years 2016/2017 and 2017/2018. This data is contained within the
table below and was correct as at 1 August 2018.

Please use caution when interpreting the data below as:
e The statistics do not record firearms that have been approved for purchase but are
still in the process of being transferred to the new owner; it is estimated there may
be approximately 650 firearms that fall within this group. As a result the 2018
statistics were correct as at 1 August 2018.
e The statistics do not reflect a firearm which had been registered more than once in

the same period (moving from one owner fo the next).

2016/17
Category A 9098
Category B 4491
Category C 217
CategoryD 6
CategoryH 1215

2017/18
Category A 9740
Category B 5164
Category C 239
CategoryD 69
CategoryH 1322
Category P 97 (New category 1July 2017)

Further information re Category D & P: . -

Due to the commencement on 1 July 2017 of the new Firearms Act 2015, some changes
to firearm category and the requirement to register deactivated firearms occurred. Prior to
1 July 2017 deactivated firearms did not require registration. The majority of firearms
counted in 2017/18 CAT D & P are deactivated firearms.

Section 5 of the Firearms Act 2015 lists the categories of firearms. For your

convenience | have included that section below:

5—Categories and types of firearms
(1) Firearms are divided into the following categories for the purposes of this Act:
(a) category A firearms consisting of the following:
() airguns;
(i)  paint-ball firearms;
(i) rim fire rifles (not being self-loading rifles);
(iv)

(v)  break action combination shotguns and rim fire rifles;

shotguns (not being self-loading or pump action shotguns);




(b) category B firearms consisting of the following:

(i
(i)
(i)
(iv)
(v)

(vi)

muzzle loading firearms (not being handguns);
revolving chamber rifles;
centre fire rifles (not being self-loading centre fire rifles);

multiple barrel centre fire rifles that are not designed to hold
additional rounds in a magazine;

break action combination shotguns and rifles (not being break
action combination shotguns and rim fire rifles);

all other firearms (not being prescribed firearms, handguns,

~ self-loading firearms or pump action shotguns) that are not

category A firearms;

(c) category C firearms consisting of the following:

(i)
(if)
(i)

self-loading rim fire rifles having a magazine capacity of
10 rounds or less;

self-loading shotguns having a magazine capacity of 5 rounds or
less; ‘

pump action shotguns having a magazine capacity of 5 rounds or
less;

(d) category D firearms consisting of the following:

(i

(i)
(i)

(iv)

self-loading rim fire rifles having a magazine capacity of more
than 10 rounds;

self-loading centre fire rifles;

self-loading shotguns having a magazine capacity of more than
5 rounds;

pump action shotguns having a magazine capacity of more than
5 rounds;

(e) category H firearms consisting of handguns (not being prescribed
firearms);

(f) prescribed firearms consisting of the following:

(i
(i)

(iii)

(v)
(v)

automatic firearms;

mortars, bazookas, rocket propelled grenades and similar military
firearms designed to fire explosive projectiles;

firearms designed to fire projectiles containing tear gas or any
other lachrymatory substance or any nauseating substance or
poison (but not firearms designed to tranquillise, immobilise or
administer vaccines or other medicines to animals);

firearms designed to have the appearance of other objects;

firearms of a kind declared by the regulations to be prescribed
firearms.




In relation to the following part of your request:

“..include the first 20 applications made this year (ie from 1 January 2018) that
aren’t in reference to toy guns/air rifles...where permission was sought from SAPOL
by Customs.. limit searches to no more than 80 applications.”

South Australia Police (SAPOL) has located documents that are associated with the
wording of your FOI application.
following schedule. The schedule contains the details of the determination in compliance

with section 23.

The documents are numbered and described in the

In particular, note the grounds on which access has been refused,
including the reasons which are contained in the schedule.

SA POLICE - FREEDOM OF INFORMATION UNIT SCHEDULE

form B709A — Importation
of Firearms dated 11/1/18

No. | Document Description Status Act Reason

1 Australian Border Force Part Clause: | Clause 6(1)
form B709A — Importation | Release | 6(1) The definition of ‘personal affairs’
of Firearms dated 4/4/18 found at Part 4 of the FOI Act

1991, which is not an exhaustive

2 | Australian Border Force list, was considered and the view
form B709A — Importation formed was that portions of the text
of Firearms dated 4/4/18 within the documents is exempt as

it is the personal affairs of third

3 | Australian Border Force parties, not being Ms Alison Sandy.
form B709A — Importation A number of exempt personal
of Firearms dated 27/3/18 affairs are clear on the face of the

document. The exempt personal

4 | Australian Border Force affairs on each document includes:
form B709A — Importation o Names;
of Firearms dated 2/3/18 e Signatures;

e Home Address;

5 Australian Border Force e Firearm Serial Number:
form B709A — Importation o Firearm Licence number;
of Firearms dated 19/2/18 and

A table Serial N. .
6 | Australian Border Force * coountable Serial Number
form B709A — Importation The followin
! g factors were
of Firearms dated 13/2/18 considered as to whether or not it
. would be unreasonable to disclose

7 | Australian Border Forcc_a those personal affairs:
form B709A — Importation e The very nature of this
of Firearms dated 4/5/18 information would disclose

8 | Australian Border Force Zz;gj party personal affairs;
form B709A — Importation :

. e [t was considered
of Firearms dated 12/4/18 improbable that the
. personal affairs were

9 | Australian Border Forcc_e already in the public
form B709A — Importation domain: and
of Firearms dated 8/5/18 7 .

e There is a strong public

10 | Australian Border Force interest in proteciing an

individual’s privacy; and
e There is a potential for the

document to be




11 | Australian Border Force
form B709A — Importation
of Firearms dated 13/2/18

12 | Australian Border Force
form B709A — Importation
of Firearms dated 11/1/18

13 | Australian Border Force
form B709A — Importation
of Firearms dated 6/2/18

14 | Australian Border Force
form B709A — Importation
of Firearms dated 8/5/18

15 | Australian Border Force
form B709A — Importation
of Firearms dated 14/3/18

16 | Australian Border Force
form B709A — Importation
of Firearms dated 14/3/18

17 | Australian Border Force
form B709A — Importation
of Firearms dated 17/1/18

18 | Australian Border Force
form B709A — Importation
of Firearms dated 6/3/18

19 | Australian Border Force
form B709A — Importation
of Firearms dated 13/2/18

20 | Australian Border Force
form B709A — Importation
of Firearms dated 17/4/18

disseminated to other
parties.

CLAUSE FOR REFUSAL

Clause 6(1) of Schedule 1 of the FOI Act which states:

“A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the disclosure of which would
involve the unreasonable disclosure of information concerning the personal affairs of any

person (living or dead).”




In accordance with the requirements of Premier and Cabinet Circular PC045, details of
your FOI application, and the documents to which you are given access, will be published
on the SAPOL website Disclosure Log. A copy of PC045 can be found at
http://dpc.sa.gov.au/what-we-do/services-for-government/premier-and-cabinet-circulars.
If you disagree with publication, please advise the undersigned in writing by 20
September 2018.

Your rights to review

If you are dissatisfied with the determination for access to SAPOL records, you are
entitled to exercise your right of internal review in accordance with section 29(1) of the
FOI Act by completing a PD362 Application for Internal Review form which can be
downloaded from https://www.police.sa.gov.au/services-and-events/freedom-of-
information or available upon request at your nearest police station. Alternatively an
application may be made in writing to the SAPOL Freedom of Information Unit. This
application must be lodged within 30 days from the date of this determination with a fee of
$35.00. Such a fee may be waived in the event of an exemption being claimed.

Yours sincerely,

; -

Senior Sergear

Officer in Chargeé,
Freedom of Inforfmation Unit

(Accredited Freedom of Information Officer)

o7§)/August 2018
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