
 

 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

 Your Ref :  

 Our Ref:        23-0448 

 Enquiry:         

 Telephone:   7322 3347 

 Facsimile:      7322 4180 

 

 

 
Email:  

 

Dear Mr  

 
Re: Freedom of Information Act application 
  
In reference to your application made pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 1991 (FOI 
Act), access was sought to:  
 

“1. The number of incidents where Gel Blasters have been involved since regulation 
has come into effect dated 8th October 2020 What were the accompanying charges? 
How many charges were laid in relation to them? What are the details of each 
incident? (personal details not required)  

2. a) Copy of the scientific method conducted by the SAPOL ballistician that was 
used to determine that Gel Blasters utilize compress air to fire. b) Copy of the 
resulting findings  

3. The number of Gel Blasters surrendered by the Public to SAPOL since 8th October 
2020 to 25th August 2022.” 

 
On 1 September 2022, I advised you by letter that as per Section 18 (1) of the FOI Act, 
SAPOL was unable to process your request and we needed to clarify and narrow the scope 
of your request. 
 
On 5 September 2002 by email you modified the scope of your request to the following: 
 

1. a) Copy of the original method and methodology conducted by the SAPOL 
ballistician and that was used to determine that Gel Blasters utilize compressed air to 
fire and thus meet the definition of a firearm as defined under the Firearms Act 2015 
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(the Act).  
b) Copy of the original resulting findings  
 
2. Number of Gel Blasters surrendered since 8th October 2020  
 
3. Copy of the original approach, method and stakeholder consultation, including 
number and persons and organisations/businesses that led to the amendment of the 
Act  
 
4. Copy of the internal SAPOL review and final report that was undertaken in 2019/20 
including consultation process and communications and engagement plan prior to the 
8th October 2020 regulation 

 
South Australia Police (SAPOL) advised you that parts 3 and 4 of your revised scope was 
not in your original request, however in a bid to assist you, SAPOL has agreed to include 
these into this modified request. 
 
 
In relation to this part of your request: 
 

“…2. Number of Gel Blasters surrendered since 8th October 2020…” 
 
SAPOL advises that a six month amnesty specifically for gel blaster firearms was in effect 
between 8 October 2020 and 7 April 2021 during which 3,882 gel blaster firearms were 
surrendered.   
 
During the 2021/2022 financial year (as at 24 May 2022), 373 gel blaster firearms have been 
surrendered under general amnesty provisions.   
 
 
In relation to these parts of your request: 
 

“1. a) Copy of the original method and methodology conducted by the SAPOL 
ballistician and that was used to determine that Gel Blasters utilize compressed air to 
fire and thus meet the definition of a firearm as defined under the Firearms Act 2015 
(the Act).  
b) Copy of the original resulting findings… 
 
3. Copy of the original approach, method and stakeholder consultation, including 
number and persons and organisations/businesses that led to the amendment of the 
Act  
 
4. Copy of the internal SAPOL review and final report that was undertaken in 2019/20 
including consultation process and communications and engagement plan prior to the 
8th October 2020 regulation.” 

 
 
SAPOL has located documents that fall within the scope of your request.  The documents 
are numbered and described in the following schedule.  The schedule contains the details of 
the determination in compliance with section 23.  In particular, note the grounds on which 
access has been refused, including the reasons which are contained in the schedule. 
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SA POLICE - FREEDOM OF INFORMATION UNIT SCHEDULE 
No. Document Description Status Act Reason 
1 Gel Blaster Letter of 

Advice 
Full 
Release 

  

2 Forensic Response 
Worksheet – Firearm 
examination template 

Full 
Release 

  

3 Commissioners Briefing 
Paper – “Gel blasters 
classified as firearms” 
dated 4 August 2020  

Part 
Release 

6 (1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 (1) 

A portion of the redacted text is 
the personal affairs of a party 
other than Mr   The 
information relates to the name of 
a third party.  I am of the view that 
disclosure of such information is 
unreasonable given the need to 
protect the person’s privacy and 
personal information. 
 
A portion of the redacted text is 
correspondence between SAPOL 
and Solicitor.  The text is exempt 
as is it contains matter that would 
be privileged from production in 
legal proceedings on the grounds 
of legal professional privilege. 
 

3a Police report and 
Affidavit - Appendix A 

Part 
Release 

6 (1) 
 

The redacted text is the personal 
affairs of a party other than Mr 

  The information relates 
to details such as names, 
signatures and other identifying 
information.  I am of the view that 
disclosure of such information is 
unreasonable given the need to 
protect their privacy and personal 
information. 
 

3b New South Wales Police 
Force Ballistic report  
Appendix B 

Part 
Release 

6 (1) 
 

The redacted text is the personal 
affairs of a party other than Mr 

  The information relates 
to details such as names, 
signatures, private telephone 
numbers and other identifying 
information.  I am of the view, in 
all of the circumstances, that 
disclosure of such information is 
unreasonable.  
 

3c Australian Federal 
Police - Ballistic report  
Appendix C 

Part 
Release 

6 (1) 
 

The redacted text is the personal 
affairs of third parties other than 
Mr   The information 
relates to details such as names, 
phone number and signatures.  I 
am of the view that disclosure of 
such information is unreasonable 
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SA POLICE - FREEDOM OF INFORMATION UNIT SCHEDULE 
No. Document Description Status Act Reason 

given the need to protect their 
privacy and personal information. 

3d Tasmania Police Force 
Ballistic report  
Appendix D 

Part 
Release 

6 (1) 
 

The redacted text is the personal 
affairs of third parties other than 
Mr   I am of the view that 
disclosure of such information is 
unreasonable given the need to 
protect their privacy and personal 
information. 
 

3e Victoria Police Force 
Ballistic report  
Appendix E 

Part 
Release 

6 (1) 
 

The redacted text is the personal 
affairs of third parties other than 
Mr   The information 
relates to details such as names, 
and signatures. I am of the view 
that disclosure of such information 
is unreasonable given the need to 
protect their privacy and personal 
information. 
 

3f Legal Advice from 
Crown Solicitors Office  
Appendix F 

Refuse 
access 

10 (1) This document is correspondence 
between SAPOL and Solicitor.  
The document is exempt as it 
contains matter that would be 
privileged from production in legal 
proceedings on the grounds of 
legal professional privilege. 
 
 

3g List of known retail 
outlets for gel blasters  
Appendix G 

Refuse 
access 

9(1)(a) 
9(1)(b) 
 

This document contains opinion, 
and advice and recommendation 
associated with the decision 
making functions of South 
Australia Police, specifically with 
respect to intelligence gathering 
activities. I have formed the view 
that, in all of the circumstances, 
disclosure of such information 
would, on balance, be contrary to 
the public interest.     
 
 

4 Gel Blasters – 
Communication Strategy 
– September 2020 

Part 
Release 

6 (1) 
 

The redacted text is the personal 
telephone number of a party other 
than Mr   I am of the view 
that disclosure of such information 
is unreasonable given the need to 
protect the person’s privacy and 
personal information.  
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CLAUSES FOR REFUSAL  
 
Clause 6(1) of Schedule 1 of the FOI Act which states: 
 
“A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the disclosure of which would 
involve the unreasonable disclosure of information concerning the personal affairs of any 
person (living or dead).” 
 
Clause 9(1)(a)(i) Schedule 1 of the FOI Act which states: 
 
“A document is an exempt document if it contains matter that relates to any opinion, advice 
or recommendation that has been obtained, prepared or recorded in the course of, or for 
the purpose of, the decision-making functions of the Government, a Minister or an agency”. 
 
Clause 9(1)(b) Schedule 1 of the FOI Act which states: 
 
“A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the disclosure of which would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest”. 
 
Clause 10(1) Schedule 1 of the FOI Act which states: 
 
A document is an exempt document if it contains matter that would be privileged from 
production in legal proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege. 
 
In relation to the second part of number 3 of your request, I am advised by Firearms Branch 
that at least 14 businesses, associations and representative bodies were consulted, however 
there were other businesses and individuals who also made enquires with Firearms Branch. 
All enquirers were provided with the same advice contained in the letter, downloaded the 
advice from the website; the exact number is not known. 
 
 
Your rights to review  
 
If you are dissatisfied with this determination, you are entitled to exercise your right of 
internal review in accordance with section 29(1) of the FOI Act by completing a PD362 
Application for Internal Review form, which can be downloaded from 
https://www.police.sa.gov.au/services-and-events/freedom-of-information or available upon 
request at your nearest police station. Alternatively, an application may be made in writing to 
the SAPOL Freedom of Information Unit. This application must be lodged within 30 
(calendar) days after you receive this letter with a fee of $39.00, if applicable. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior Sergeant Paul Friend 
Officer in Charge  
Freedom of Information Unit 
(Accredited Freedom of Information Officer) 
 
 September 2022 
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https://www.police.sa.gov.au/services-and-events/freedom-of-information


Dear  
 
On 8 October 2020, the Registrar of Firearms declared gel blaster firearms to be Regulated 
Imitation Firearms pursuant to the Firearms Regulations 2017. Gel blasters are treated as 
firearms (category A) in the same manner as paint-ball firearms.  
 
Since the declaration, the Registrar has noted significant interest from members of the public 
who wish to engage in gel blaster skirmish activities.  It is now proposed to reflect the 
declaration in the Firearm Regulations (2017) with amendments to align gel blasters with 
paint-ball firearms requirements. 
 
How this affects you: 
 
The Registrar of Firearms is now undertaking consultation with regards to the proposed 
changes to the Firearms Regulations 2017. The changes align gel blasters with all paint-ball 
regulations and provide certainty for the industry on how these firearms are treated. For 
those who have obtained Firearms Licences to possess gel blaster firearms, operate venues 
for gel blaster skirmish activities or deal in gel blaster firearms the regulatory changes will 
not impact you. 
 
The following Regulations require amendment: 
 
Regulation 3 (Interpretation) – defines the meaning of names used in the Regulations and 
guides the interpretations of these items. A definition of a gel ball is necessary to ensure the 
items are clear for the addition of an exclusion of a gel ball from the definition of ammunition.   
 
Regulation 4 (Certain devices declared to be firearms) – To declare and describe a gel 
blaster is a firearm and to include gel balls as a projectile in items that can be fired from a 
regulated imitation firearm.  
 
Regulation 5(2) (Certain devices excluded from definition of firearm) - To confirm that a gel 
blaster is not a children’s toy. 
 
Regulation 7 (Prescribed Firearms) - To permit gel blasters and paint-ball to fit within the 
legislation at a particular size or length.   
 
Regulation 8 (Firearms not within definition of handgun) - To permit gel blasters of a certain 
size to not be defined as a handgun, consistent with the current definition of paint-ball 
firearm. This amendment will enable a broader range of gel blasters firearms and paint-ball 
firearms that can be used in skirmish activities. 
 
In addition, it is proposed that all Firearms Regulations be amended so as to effectively 
replace every reference to “paint-ball” with “paint-ball and gel blaster” so that gel blaster 
firearms will be dealt with in the same manner as paint-ball firearms.  
 
Further information about the proposed amendments can be obtained from SAPOL internet 
site www.police.sa.gov.au/servicesandevents/firearmsandweapons or telephone SAPOL’s 
Firearms Branch on telephone 7322 3346.  
 
Please provide your feedback to Firearms Branch in writing to 
SAPOL.Firearmsbranch@police.sa.gov.au by (two weeks from date of sending out) 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

http://www.police.sa.gov.au/servicesandevents/firearmsandweapons
mailto:SAPOL.Firearmsbranch@police.sa.gov.au
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FORENSIC RESPONSE WORKSHEET  
FIREARM EXAMINATION(1) 

 

 

 

Revised: 01/07/2017 Version 6 Page 1 of 3 Controlled Document FRS Authorised by: IC 

 

 

 
Forensic Register No.:    FR  Date:  Page:  
      

 
 
Forensic Officer:       ID No:       
     

EXHIBIT NUMBER:   

PACKAGING:   
   

DNA / FINGERPRINT:   Done       Not Required       Other (see below) 

BLOOD / TRACE EVIDENCE:   

   

   
   

   

MAKE:   

MODEL:   

CALIBRE/GAUGE   

FIREARM TYPE:   

SERIAL NO. & LOCATION(s)   

   

   

   
   

ACTION:   Open       Closed       Cocked       Uncocked       Unknown 

SAFETY CATCH:   On       Off       No Safety ..................................................................................... 

CHAMBER LOADED WITH:   

   

BORE:   Clean       Dirty     Rifling:: ............................................................... 

   Dust      Rust       Streaks   Propellant 

   

MAGAZINE or CYLINDER:   

(Type, Capacity and Contents)   

   

 REVOLVER FLARE MARKS:   

   

CYLINDER ROTATION:   Clockwise       Anticlockwise       

DAMAGE/CONDITION/FINISH:   

   

   

SIGHTS (Type/Setting):   

SLING (Type):   
   

   
 Corroborated By:  Date:  

  

  

pd25197
Text Box
Doc 2



 

 

FORENSIC RESPONSE WORKSHEET  
FIREARM EXAMINATION(2) 

 

 

 

Revised: 01/07/2017 Version 6 Page 2 of 3 Controlled Document FRS Authorised by: IC 

 

 

Forensic Register No.:    FR  Date:  Page:  
      

 
 
Forensic Officer:       

ID NO: 

      

ID No:       
     

DIMENSIONS         MASS (Loaded):     Checked zero before & after  DTC 

MASS (Unloaded):     Checked zero before & after  DTC 

 Muzzle to Trigger   DTC 

 Barrel Length   DTC 

 Overall Length   DTC 

 Length Modifications  

  

SAFETY CATCH   (Type / Function)   

  

Safety Functions Correctly:    Yes  No  

Applies with Action Open:    Yes  No  

Applies with Action Closed and Cocked:    Yes  No  

Applies with Action Closed and Uncocked:    Yes  No  

Action Opens with Safety On:    Yes  No  

Discharge by Safety Manipulation:    Yes  No  
   

   

SAFETY TESTS Drop Test:    Pass      Fail      

 Strike Test:    Pass      Fail      

 Hammer Flick:  Pass      Fail      

 Trigger Guard:   Pass      Fail      

 Cocking Piece or Hammer Push off:   Pass      Fail      

 Blow to Uncocked Cocking Piece or Hammer:  Pass      Fail      

 Discharge by Forward or Lateral Trigger Movement:  Pass      Fail    

TRIGGER PRESSURES       Single Action:  Double Action:   Suspended Weights    DTC 

Front Trigger:  Rear Trigger:   Other  

         
 

  

TEST FIRE  Feed   Fire   Extract  Eject  Test-fires collected for IBIS  

 

 

 
    

FIREARM CATEGORY   A   B   C  D   H      

  Prescribed   Regulation Imitation  Antique  Exempt  Not a Firearm 

 

 

 

 

    

 Corroborated By:  Date:  

 



 

 

FORENSIC RESPONSE WORKSHEET  
FIREARM EXAMINATION(3) 

 

 

 

Revised: 01/07/2017 Version 6 Page 3 of 3 Controlled Document FRS Authorised by: IC 

 

 

Forensic Register No.:    FR  Date:  Page:  
      

 
 
Forensic Officer:       

ID NO: 

      

ID No:       
        

NUMBER RECOVERY 

Method of Erasure   File or Grind  Mill  Overstamp   Overweld      Other 

 

 

 

 

Treatments Applied  

 

 

 

 

Number(s) Recovered  

 

 

 

 

Number Confirmed by:  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 Corroborated By:  Date:  
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COMMISSIONERS BRIEFING PAPER 
 
 
SUBJECT: Gel blasters classified as Firearms – proposed SAPOL response.  
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
This is additional information and should be read in conjunction with Commissioner’s briefing paper 
(CBP) titled ‘B709A for import of Gel blasters into South Australia dated 10 July 2020. 
 
A gel blaster fires a hydrated gel polymer, and the firing mechanism is similar to Airsoft 
(compresses air to fire a projectile), and as such meets the threshold test to be defined as a 
firearm.  

Section 4 Firearms Act (2015) – “Firearm means – (a) a device designed to fire bullets, 
shot or other projectiles by means of burning propellant or by means of compressed air or 
other compressed gas; or (b) a device of a kind declared by the regulations to be a firearm”.  

 
A gel blaster can easily be mistaken for a real firearm, with potential to cause concern in the 
community and trigger a police response that could involve the use of police firearms, or other 
tactical options. 
 
This paper is to provide options for SAPOL’s response to gel blaster sales and possession of gel 
blasters.  
 
RELEVANT POINTS: 
 
• On 20 December 2019 a SAPOL ballistician determined that a gel blaster (Colt M4 replica) 

examined was substantially similar to an Airsoft and as per Section 5(2)(b) of the Firearms 
Regulations 2017 (the Regulations) was a firearm, and should be excluded from the definition 
of a toy firearm (appendix A). A peer review of this assessment was undertaken. NSW Police 
ballistician assessment supports SAPOL’s ballistician report that the Colt M4 replica gel 
blaster assessed by SAPOL’s ballistician was a firearm pursuant to the Firearms Act (2015) – 
South Australian legislation. The NSW Police peer review is attached (appendix B). 

 
• The NSW Police peer review did identify that previous SAPOL ballistician reports had 

identified a gel blaster as being categorised as being a prescribed firearm in that they had the 
capability to fire projectiles automatically. This is incorrect, while gel blasters meet the 
definition of a firearm, in that they compress air to fire a projectile, a gel blaster that fires 
projectiles automatically does not meet the definition of a prescribed firearm. A prescribed 
firearm must be able to fire “rounds” automatically. A round means an unfired live cartridge. A 
cartridge case holds propellant and primer and holds a projectile at the front and functions as a 
gas seal when fired. A gel blaster is a firearm, not a prescribed firearm. 

 
• The SAPOL ballistician’s findings are supported by interstate ballistician reports. In a report on 

the examination of soft air firearms by the Australian federal Police (AFP) dated 8 September 
2017, 16 gel blasters were examined and it was found that all 16 firearms utilised compressed 
air to fire the gel projectile and all had a fully automatic firing capability (appendix C). 

 
• A Tasmanian Police (TASPOL) ballistician has provided information in a report dated 6 

September 2018 based on their examination of a gel blaster. In the report the gel blaster was 
deemed to be a firearm by being an imitation firearm, based on its appearance only. South 
Australia does not have appearance based firearms legislation. In an email dated 24 
September 2019 the TASPOL ballistician advises, that while not undertaken during the 

pd25197
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reported examination, the ballistician has disassembled the mechanism of other gel blasters 
and found they all use compressed air to propel the projectiles. The full report and email 
correspondence is attached (appendix D). 
 

• Victoria Police sought legal advice from , on whether plastic water gel guns 
are: (a) classified as firearms under the Firearms Act (1996); or (b) imitation firearms under the 
Control of Weapons Act 1990. This advice included a review of a determination by the 
Victorian Government Solicitor’s Office (VGSO) as to whether a gel blaster was a firearm, and 
whether the Victorian Firearms Act definition of projectile or missile can be applied to gel 
pellets, and whether VGSO reliance on a decision in the Queensland Magistrates Court, 
Comptroller-General of Customs v Clark CFP Pty Ltd was correct, which found gel blasters to 
be toys.  In summary the advice details that the gel gun is a firearm (compresses air to 
discharge a projectile), the gel pellets are a projectile as defined by the Firearms Act (1996), 
and the Queensland Magistrates Court decision does not set a precedent and should not be 
followed in Victoria (appendix E). This advice was provided by VICPOL Licensing and 
Regulation Division to OC Firearms Branch and is not for release.   

 
• Legal advice was sought from the Crown Solicitors Office CSO as to whether the gel blaster 

OC FAB had purchased and had examined by ballisticians from SAPOL and NSWPOL (as 
described above) met the definition of a firearm pursuant to the Firearms Act (2015). The 
advice provided on 3 August 2020 (appendix F) by the CSO

 

  
 

• OC Firearms Branch is satisfied that the peer review supports all other ballistic reports relating 
to gel blasters and fit the definition of a firearm under the Firearms Act (2015). 

 
• As of 21 July 2020, information held at Firearms Branch show there are 31 known retail outlets 

for gel blasters currently operating in South Australia, the retailers are listed in appendix G. 
It’s highly likely there are more retail outlets than this, as previously being classed as a toy 
they did not require a licence to sell or supply gel blasters in South Australia, FAB import 
records are also being checked. Firearms Branch Intelligence Section are currently working 
with Districts and LSA Intelligence sections to identify all additional retail outlets who may not 
primarily deal in gel blasters, yet still have them for available for sale.  
 

• Retailers have estimated there to be over 350,000 gel blasters circulating in the South 
Australian community. These numbers are unable to be verified. 
 

• With gel blasters not being regulated, the ability to identify individual gel blaster owners in the 
community will be difficult, if not impossible. As such the primary SAPOL response should be 
to stop the supply of firearms (gel blasters) to the community. Gel blasters owned by 
individuals should be removed by way of the general amnesty. 
 

• This paper provides a number of options to consider. The following steps should be 
implemented prior to or in conjunction with an operational response. These options need to be 
considered in the following context that gel blasters are firearms pursuant to the definition 
provided within the Firearms Act (2015). A gel blaster rifle would be a category A firearm, 
same as paintball. A gel blaster handgun would be a category H firearm, the same as any 
handgun.  

 
 Step 1 - SAPOL internal communications.  

Internal communications consisting of: 

6(1)
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o DL email explaining why gel blasters are firearms and action to be taken. This 
includes investigative considerations  

o updated information on the Firearms Branch intranet page  
 
Communications to advise members: 
o gel blasters are to be treated as a firearm 
o positive action is to be taken on every occasion when a gel blaster is located  
o gel blasters are to be sent for ballistics determination 
o gel blasters are to be handled and treated as firearms in regards to property and 

rendering safe 
o Separate advice to District/LSA Commanders, SAPOL Property Management, and 

Officer in Charge of Forensic Services Branch to be advised of an increase in exhibits 
relating to gel blasters. 

o Gel blasters can be handed in under amnesty to either a police station or a firearms 
dealer. A dealer can hold the gel blaster until the owner meets the requirements of 
the Firearms Act and Regulations to possess a gel blaster. 

 
 Step 2 - Public media campaign.  

Conduct media on the following:  
o gel blasters are now classified as firearms and it is an offence to possess them with 

associated penalties of up to 7 years imprisonment or a $35,000 fine 
o promotion reminding the public of the on-going firearms amnesty (section 64 Firearms 

Act) 
o Process for surrendering gel blasters pursuant to the amnesty. 
 
This media campaign will be important to assist the public with voluntary compliance with 
the surrendering of any gel blasters in their possession.  
 
Note: If a buyback campaign is to be considered and utilised it should be conditional on 
only complete and operational gel blasters handed in, broken gel blaster or parts should 
not be included in any buyback program.  
 

 Step 3 – Individuals located with gel blasters 
Any person found to be in possession of a gel blaster will be investigated for offences 
pursuant to the Firearms Act, including possession of an unregistered firearm with or 
without a firearms licence.  
 

 Step 4 – Issuing advice to retail outlets.  
Depending on the option selected will determine when this communication will be 
undertaken. When determined, retail outlets are to be served a letter by Firearms Branch 
outlining, forthwith to cease the sale of gel blasters and that all B709a’s submitted for the 
importation of gel blasters into South Australia will not be approved, unless it can be 
proved that the consignment does not contain any firearms (unless they are a licensed 
firearms dealer). Provide direction to retailers and public on how gel blasters are to be 
surrendered or disposed of. Sale of gel blasters will only be allowed in accordance with 
the Firearms Act and Regulations.  
 
Consultation - While OC FAB has had discussions with some retailers it would be 
recommended to expand this further and call a meeting of all 31 retailers and explain the 
options that police can take being: immediate enforcement; amnesty with cessation of 
trade in gel blasters; development of gel blaster industry during amnesty, similar to paint 
ball and licencing and registration of gel blasters. This should be undertaken before any of 
the recommended options below are implemented. This would be an opportunity to seek 
more broadly their feedback on the regulation of gel blasters.  
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 Step 5 – Ministerial briefing 
Provide a Briefing to the Minister for Police regarding the intended course of action 
selected as a result of this briefing paper.   
 

• Three options are proposed outlining SAPOL’s response: 
 
 
 

 Option 1  
 

 Option 1 occurs after consultation with retailers. 
 All business owners who currently sell or supply gel blaster’s are individually contacted 

by the Firearms Branch and advised of the determination on these devices.   They are 
provided with a written direction which clearly states they are not to sell or trade these 
items forthwith (including online sales), direction to include that if they continue to sell 
gel blasters then they are committing offences pursuant to the Firearms Act and 
Regulations.  

 An exemption by an Assistant Commissioner would be required under Section 8(6) of 
the Firearms Act for each retailer, allowing for the possession of firearms without a 
licence and for failing to comply with storage requirements only. No exemption will be 
granted for selling gel blasters in South Australia. 

 It is proposed these businesses are provided with an exemption from the Firearms Act 
for a period of 12 weeks. This will enable them to surrender them under the amnesty, 
and change their business model. They will not be able to sell their stock to South 
Australians or in South Australia, as this will constitute an offence. 

 Opportunity for retailers to apply to become dealers pursuant to the Firearms Act. 
 During this exemption period, Firearms Branch will conduct spot audits on retail outlets 

ensuring compliance. 
 Individuals who possess gel blasters are encouraged to surrender them pursuant to the 

amnesty. 
  

Considerations relating to Option 1:  
 
 Minimises impact on SAPOL general duties resources, as opposed to attending all retail 

outlets and seizing these firearms.  
 This option falls in line with how SAPOL has previously managed changes to legislation 

and directions by providing a designated education phase. This is consistent with other 
changes to the Firearms Act. There is a legislative provision in the Regulations 
providing a 12 month period allowing for private firearms licence holders time to 
increase firearm security to comply with the new requirements. 

 Current firearms dealers are still undergoing a transition period relating to security of 
firearm dealer premises. 

 Discussions held with retailers and previous ministerial advisor (Richard Fowler) have 
discussed the regulation of the gel blaster industry, and how it would work. Option 1 is 
consistent with those discussions, and provides the gel blaster industry the opportunity 
to meet the requirements of the Firearms Act and Regulations if they wish to continue to 
sell gel blasters.  

 Gel blasters could continue to be imported into South Australia by a firearms dealer, 
and only sold to firearm licence holders.  
 

 This option is the recommended option.   
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Option 2  
 

 Option 2 is similar to option 1, with the exception that no exemption is provided to store 
and hold the gel blasters by the retailer. 

 All retailers who sell or supply gel blasters are individually contacted by the Firearms 
Branch and advised of the determination relative to gel blasters. Retailers are advised 
they are not to sell or possess gel blasters, and are to be surrendered under the 
firearms amnesty forthwith.  

 With this option, they are not provided with any exemption under the Firearms Act. 
Firearms Branch will conduct spot audits on retail outlets ensuring compliance with this 
direction. 

 Individuals who possess gel blasters are encouraged to surrender them pursuant to the 
amnesty. 

 
Considerations relating to Option 2:  

 
 Managing the surrender of an unknown quantity of firearms may result in property 

management stores being overwhelmed.  
 This will make it difficult for retailers to become licensed dealers, as they will be 

required to dispose of their stock. 
 Considerations detailed in Option 1 are relevant to Option 2. 

 
 This option is not a recommended option.   
 
Option 3  
 
 A combined joint Operation (or day of action) to be conducted across SAPOL targeting 

all gel blaster retailers and taking affirmative action. 
 During this Operation all retailers gel blaster stock would be investigated to see if there 

were any offences committed against the Firearms Act. If offences identified then the 
firearms seized and suspects reported or arrested for breaches of the Firearms Act. 

 Individuals who possess gel blasters are encouraged to surrender them pursuant to the 
amnesty. 

 
Considerations relating to Option 3: 
 
 Possibility for increase in prosecutions for both minor and major indictable matters.  
 Provides the gel blaster community the opportunity to discredit SAPOL claiming they 

were not treated fairly and provided opportunity to recoup costs through the lawful 
disposal of their stock. 

 If a retailer is convicted of a prescribed offence pursuant to the Firearms Act, i.e. in 
possession of a gel blaster (firearm) without a licence then the convicted person is 
precluded from applying for a firearms licence for five years. This action would remove 
any ability for retailers to establish a lawful regulated industry like paintball.  

 Given the determination by SAPOL that gel blasters meet the definition of a firearm 
under the Firearms Act this is the most affirmative and decisive action.  If this type of 
action is not taken there is opportunity for retailers to dispose of their stock should 
SAPOL give them prior warning, which would defeat the purpose of removing these 
firearms from the community. Whilst this is the option with the greatest resource impact 
this can be managed through the coordination of a corporate operation as a ‘day of 
action’.  
 

 This option is not a recommended option. 
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•  All options should also be considered together with advice to retailers that B709A approvals 
(refer CBP dated 13 July 2020) will not be approved unless the retailer can show the gel 
blasters seeking to be imported are not firearms by definition.  This would not exclude a 
licensed firearms dealer being able to import gel blasters but sales would be restricted to a 
firearms licence holder only in accordance with the current act and regulations (and only after 
the gel blaster was appropriately identified).   This will mean that all aspects of the retail chain 
(not being current firearms dealers) are covered in that gel blasters will not be approved for 
importation and retail sales will be prohibited (unless it can be shown they are not a firearm).  

 
• It is recommended the Commissioner support Option 1 as this enables retail sales of gel 

blasters to cease under direction from SAPOL and allows ongoing consultation with the 
industry to change their business model, if they so desire.  Should any direction be 
disregarded prosecutorial action will occur.          

 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
It is recommended the Commissioner supports Option 1 as the preferred option. 
 
        APPROVED / NOT APPROVED 
 
 
Contact: Superintendent Stephen Howard 
Telephone: 732 24300 
Ref:   PCO 19/2338  
Date:  4 August 2020 
 
Supported:  …………………………………………. 

   Scott Duval 
Assistant Commissioner  
Operations Support Service 
 

            August 2020 
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1. Introduction  
 
Gel blasters have previously been sold in South Australia without restriction. 
However it has now been classified as a regulated imitation firearm, meaning 
the sale and position of gel blasters now becomes regulated (following 
declaration from Commissioner and Government Gazettal).  
 
Gel blasters can still be possessed or sold, they will however be subject to 
licencing and control. If a person or business does not wish to become 
licenced then it will become illegal for them to sell or possess a gel blaster. 

2. Objectives  
 
The key objective of this plan is to: 

- Advise of the changes to the classification of a gel blaster. 
- Promote what this change means to those who own or sell gel blasters. 
- Promote the firearms amnesty.  

3. Background/ Situational Awareness 

3.1 Background 
Gel or hydro blasters fire a projectile by compressing air, some are used by 
people who engage skirmish games similar to paintball, and military 
simulation activities. Gel blasters in many cases can’t be distinguished from 
other firearms which include pistols, assault rifles and machine guns.   
 
They have been growing in popularity which in turn has seen the items 
coming to the attention of SA Police. Some reports suggest hundreds are 
being sold per week. 
 
Gel blasters are regulated or banned in all states except Queensland and 
South Australia.  

3.2 Situational Awareness 
There has been significant media interest in gel blasters and their use over 
the past months. A report of three gel blasters being seized on 16 September 
has increased media interest.  
 
There is a likely a large number of people who own gel blasters with an 
estimate of 62,000 gel blasters in the community, but retailers estimate more 
than 350,000 circulating in the community. SAPOL had identified 
approximately 31 known gel blaster retail outlets currently operating in South 
Australia. 
 
 



 

4. Stakeholders / Target Audience 
Internal Stakeholders External Stakeholders  
Firearms Branch Minister for Police  
Policy Officers  SA Gelball Association 
All Staff Shooters Union 
 SA Gel Blasters Association  
 Retailers stocking gel blasters 
 General Public  
 

5. Issues and Risks 
The South Australian Gelball Association, Gel Blaster Association of Australia, 
Shooters Union and retailers who sell gel blasters have been reasonably 
vocal in seeking clarification on what the regulated imitation firearm 
classification means for their members/ customers.  
 
If gel blaster owners and retailers are able to establish a gel blaster industry, 
similar to paint-ball, there is a risk that passing amendments to the regulations 
to facilitate the establishment of the industry may not pass quickly enough to 
the detriment of the proposed industry. 
 
Firearms amnesty has associated risks - a person could be harmed during the 
amnesty period (physically, psychologically and/or financially) and seek to 
argue that this harm was a result of the Registrar not enforcing particular 
provisions of the Act and Regulations in relation to gel blasters.  
 
A financial risk is the cost to collect and dispose of gel blasters surrendered 
during the proposed amnesty.  

 
A SA Police risk is the Firearms Branch’s capacity to manage a significant 
increase in firearm licence applications. 

6. Key messages  
The key messages to ensure are communicated:  

• Gel blasters will be declared a regulated imitation firearm from 8 
October 2020.  

• People with a gel blaster will need to obtain a firearms licence 
(similar to a paint-ball licence), and register the gel blaster. It will be 
an offence to possess them without a licence, or to possess an 
unregistered gel blaster. 

• A firearms Amnesty will be offered to reduce the number of unlawful 
firearms in the community. NOTE: amnesty may offer different 
conditions to the current amnesty so this will have to be 
communicated also. The amnesty will take place from 8 October 
2020 to 7 April 2021. 

 
 

 



 

7. Communication Strategies and Tactics 

7.1 External Communication  
7.1.1 Media Release and Media Conference 
Media release and conference (7 October) will be held to announce the 
regulation of gel blasters. Explain the options for those who sell or are in 
possession of a gel blaster. 
 
Follow up media with ABC mornings, FIVEAA mornings and ABC Regional 
Drive to be conducted post launch.  
 
Ongoing Media content will be developed following a monthly report on 
amnesty figures at the end of each month. This will either be distributed to 
media in the form of a media release or social media graphic.  
  
7.1.2 Social Media  
Social media strategy, with graphics and information will feature on SA Police 
Facebook and Instagram to educate people on the change and what they 
need to do.  
 
7.1.3 PACE forum  
Firearms branch will hold a Police and Community Engagement forum on 21 
October from 6pm. This will be different to previous forums and online options 
are being investigated.  
 
7.1.4 Website content  
Add information on firearms page regarding gel blasters for people searching 
for updated information. When first announced a Latest Information page can 
go on the home page of the website to give information regarding the 
regulation change and what people who sell or possess gel blasters. This will 
also include a form with a ‘decision tree’ to assist people to decide what 
direction they want to take – amnesty or registration/licence. 
 
7.1.5 External partner communication  
Communicate the change in wording external partners can use in newsletters. 
Deliver posters emailed and printed to external partners who can publicise the 
changes and what current owners, or those who plan to purchase gel blasters 
in the future have to do before they can legally possess or purchase a gel 
blaster.  
 
Retailers: An Amnesty will allow for the disposal of gel blasters by way of 
surrender to SAPOL or to hold in secure storage until the retailer obtains a 
dealer’s licence during the Amnesty period. The Amnesty will also allow 
retailers or importers to sell their current stock to another person or entity 
interstate, where each sale must occur in compliance with all the relevant laws 
of the receiving State or Territory. It will be incumbent on the retailer to ensure 
their sale complies with the relevant laws of other states. 
 
Current firearms licences: contact current 



 

people with firearms licences to educate them about the change and if they 
have to undertake any action.  
 
Firearms Association: Contact the Firearms Association and potentially 
include an update on changes in their newsletter.  
 
Department of Sport and Recreation: Educate them regarding the change as 
they may have sporting clubs who are affected.  
 
7.1.6 Retailer Online Forum 
Firearms Branch will hold an online forum with retailers on 15 October 2020 at 
10am to discuss how changes will impact their business.  
 
7.1.7 Visual materials (internal and external) 
Develop posters, social media graphics to promote amnesty and what gel 
blaster owners/ sellers need to do. This will include a decision tree for people 
who possess gel blasters.  
 
7.1.8 Public Notice 
Depending on the requirements in the Firearms Act it may be required to have 
a public notice printed in The Advertiser alerting the public to the change.  
 
7.1.9 Video 
Communicate changes with a simple video, potentially graphics only to be 
used on digital platforms.  

7.2 Internal Communication  
7.2.1 Intranet Content  
Intranet content on the change and amnesty options will be published to 
update members and educate them on any operational changes they need to 
undertake and information they can share with the public. Photos of gel 
blasters and internal mechanisms will be posted to explain the reasoning to 
staff.  
 
7.2.2 DL 
DL email will be sent to all staff to update them on the change, including any 
change in processes and information they can share with the public.  
 
7.2.3 Internal partners 
Liaise with internal partners to announce the change and include additional 
information, processes they need to share with their sections.   
 
7.2.4 Gazette Notice (internal) 
Gazette notice will update them on the change, including any change in 
processes and information they can share with the public.  
 
 



 

7 Talking Points 
A gel blaster fires a hydrated gel polymer, and the firing mechanism is similar 
to Airsoft (compresses air to fire a projectile), and as such meets the threshold 
test to be defined as a firearm. Airsoft is a firearm. 
 
A gel blaster can easily be mistaken for a real firearm, with potential to cause 
concern in the community and trigger a police response that could involve the 
use of police firearms, or other tactical options. 

 
SAPOL purchased a gel blaster (Colt M4 Assault Rifle gel blaster) and this gel 
blaster was examined by a SAPOL ballistician, who assessed the gel blaster 
was a firearm pursuant to the Firearms Act. 

 
SAPOL has had the gel blaster and ballistician report assessed by other 
ballisticians who support the original ballistician’s assessment, that the gel 
blaster is assessed as a firearm. Other gel blasters have been seized and 
assessed as firearms. 

 
The mechanism used to fire the gel blaster projectiles is common across most 
gel blasters. The mechanism compresses air to fire the projectile. In addition 
upgrade kits can be purchased to increase the velocity of the projectiles fired.  

 
Gel blasters can cause injury, in particular if fired at the face. Gel blasters are 
generally sold with safety glasses. Gel blasters are not toys. They are not 
designed for children’s play (aged between 3 -14), and do not meet the 
Australian Standard for projectile toys.  

 
SAPOL has had discussions with gel blaster retailers and associations, these 
discussions are ongoing. 

 
The Firearms Act contains a general amnesty. If a member of the public is in 
the possession of a firearm that is not registered or they don’t have a firearms 
licence then they should make use of the amnesty and surrender the firearm 
at a police station. 
 
Gel blasters from 8 October 2020 are declared as a regulated imitation 
firearm.  
 
This will mean: 

- It is an offence to possess a firearm without a licence 
- It is an offence to possess an unregistered firearm 
- The sale and possession of gel blasters becomes regulated 
- They will be subject to licencing and control.  
- If a person or business does not wish to become licenced then it will 
become illegal for them to sell or possess a gel blaster. 

 
The principles and objects of the Act are clear: to confirm that firearm 
possession and use is a privilege that is conditional on the overriding need to 
ensure public safety. To improve public safety by imposing strict controls on 
the possession, use, acquisition and supply of firearms.  



 

 
Importantly the objects are to minimise the risk of persons becoming victims of 
crime involving the use or threatened use of firearms and to minimise the risk 
of persons causing injury or harm (including psychological harm) to 
themselves or others by the use or threatened use of firearms. 
 
SAPOL estimates there are 62,000 gel blasters in the community, but retailers 
estimate there more than 350,000 gel blasters circulating in the SA 
community, however this figure is unable to be verified.   
 
There is no current requirement, for retailers to collect or provide details of 
individual purchases. 
 

8 Questions and Answers 
 
What is a gel blaster? 
A gel blaster fires a hydrated gel polymer, and the firing mechanism is similar to 
Airsoft (compresses air to fire a projectile), and as such meets the threshold test to 
be defined as a firearm. Airsoft is a firearm. 
 
Why are gel blasters now called firearms? 
SAPOL purchased a gel blaster (Colt M4 Assault Rifle gel blaster) and this gel 
blaster was examined by a SAPOL ballistician, who assessed the gel blaster was a 
firearm pursuant to the Firearms Act. 

 
SAPOL has had the gel blaster and ballistician report assessed by other ballisticians 
who support the original ballistician’s assessment, that the gel blaster is assessed as 
a firearm. Other gel blasters have been seized and assessed as firearms. 

 
The mechanism used to fire the gel blaster projectiles is common across most gel 
blasters. The mechanism compresses air to fire the projectile. In addition upgrade 
kits can be purchased to increase the velocity of the projectiles fired.  
 
Aren’t they just toys? 
Gel blasters are not toys. They are not designed for children’s play (aged between 3 -
14), and do not meet the Australian Standard for projectile toys.  

 
What can people who have a gel blaster do? 
You need to register your firearm and ensure you have a firearms licence, or you 
have the opportunity to make use of the firearms amnesty and surrender the firearm 
at a police station. 
 
Can you just take a gel blaster into a police station? 
Gel blasters can be surrendered to police, in the following conditions: 

- Magazine removed and empty 
- Battery removed 
- Stock removed (if possible, the battery is often housed in the stock) 
- Gel blaster should be carried in a bag or cover to prevent causing concern. 

 
SAPOL will not accept accessories including: 

- Batteries - they are generic, rechargeable and the owner can keep them and 
do with them what they wish. 



 

- Battery chargers  
- Scopes, sights, imitation silencers, muzzle brakes, slings 
- Fore grips, bipods, tripods 
- Gel balls 
- Goggles or protective clothing 
- Torches (specific torches are sold to fit to the gel blaster).  

 
How many gel blasters are in South Australia? 
SAPOL estimates there are 62,000 gel blasters in the community, but retailers 
estimate there more than 350,000 gel blasters circulating in the SA community, 
however this figure is unable to be verified.   
 
 
What is your advice to a member of the public who sees someone with a 
weapon that might be a gel blaster? 
Our advice would be the same as it is to our own officers – all weapons should be 
regarded as real and reported to police. We take all reports of firearms in public, and 
our responsibility to ensure the safety of the community, very seriously. 
 
What is the potential worst outcome that you are fearful of?  
We don’t want to speculate about outcomes, however the potential for tragic 
consequences is significant. 
 
How close have people come to being shot/tasered? 
Too close for comfort. This is why we are urging gel blaster owners to take these 
concerns and risks very seriously.  
 
Is there evidence of criminals deliberately using these rather than real 
firearms? 
That is an issue we are mindful of, given the ease with which a gel blaster can be 
obtained, however it should be remembered that if one is used in the commission of 
a crime it is an aggravating factor. For instance if someone used one in the course of 
an assault or a robbery, it will lead to a more serious charge being laid.   
 
Additional notes about the ‘gel blaster community’ in SA: 
This community is made up of retail businesses, skirmish businesses and hobby 
groups that promote the use of gel blasters.  Some have already indicated a keen 
awareness of the issue and want to get the message out about safe handling of the 
gel blaster. They want their hobby to continue without being banned.  
 
SCES have been involved in this topic to create some educational flyers about 
responsible use, carriage and exposure of the toy. Queensland with the gel blaster 
businesses supply fliers at the point of sale. It is most likely SAPOL will need to fund 
the fliers.  

9 Budget  
The budget for these communications tactics is $XX provided by cost centre 
X.  

10 Evaluation  
This communication plan will be against the objectives evaluated by the 
following statistics: 

 





 

Appendix A  
Release of Information Timeline 
Task  Detail Content 

prepared by 
Prepared 
by date 

Content 
Published by 

Publish 
date  

Status  

Media Release Prepare media release for launch media 
conference 

Ali  2/10 Ali 7/10 Draft 
complete 
awaiting 
approval 

Media Conference Arrange time for media conference and 
send alert 

Ali  2/10 Ali 7/10 In progress 

Followup media  Arrange interviews with ABC mornings, 
FIVEAAA morning and ABC regional 
drive to get changes publicised  

Ali 7/10 Ali 8/10 To be 
arranged 

Questions and 
Answers 

Develop QandA to go along with media 
and possibly website information 

Ali 30/9 Ali 7/10 Complete 

Ongoing Media Monthly statistics will be given to the 
Media Unit on the number of gel blasters 
handed in during the amnesty. This will 
form either a media release or answer if 
asked.  

Ali 1/11 Ongoing  2/11 When 
required 

Social media 
strategy  

Develop social media strategy for the 
change  

Steph 1/10 Steph 7/10 
ongoing 

In progress 

PACE forum Hold PACE forum for members of the 
public to ask questions and have them 
answered by Firearms Branch. Discuss 
alternative options to Facebook which 
may cause continued angst amongst the 
audience – possible alternative is Go To 

Ali 9/10 Ali 21/10 Planning in 
progress 



 

Webinar. PACE forum to be promoted in 
the fortnight prior.  

Website content  Add a page of new content just about 
changes to gel blaster regulation 

Miriam to 
make 
changes to 
Ali’s draft 

1/10 Miriam 7/10 Draft 
complete 
awaiting 
approval 

Update current 
website content 

Current content on firearms pages needs 
to be updated.  

Peter/Stephe
n 

2/10 Miriam 7/10 Word doc 
provided, 
content to 
be 
updated.  

Communicate with 
external partners 

Letters to retailers, those with current 
firearms licences, firearms association 
and gel blaster associations, Department 
for Sport and Recreation. All need 
different letters targeted at their audience.  

Paul 1/10 TBC 8/10 Draft 
complete 
awaiting 
approval 

Online forum with 
retailers 

Speak to retailers in an online forum 
environment as an opportunity for them to 
get answers to their questions 

Stephen 7/10 Stephen 15/10 In planning 

Visual materials Develop social media graphics, tiles for 
web and internet to highlight changes and 
answer questions from those who own 
gel blasters 

Sarah 1/10 Karina 2/10 In progress 

Decision tree for 
website 

Develop and create a graphic of a 
decision tree to assist people seeking 
information about what they need to do.  

Peter/ Miriam 1/10 Miriam 7/10 In progress 

Public notice Publish changes in The Advertiser – likely 
content will be prescriptive and outlined in 
Firearms Act. Will feature in Thursday 

Karina 30/09 Karina 8/10 Draft 
complete 
awaiting 



 

and Saturday paper. approval 
Gazette notice 
(external) 

Change needs to be published in 
government gazette.  

Stephen 1/10  8/10 In progress 

Video  Develop video outlining changes in 
simple terms – possibly just graphics. In 
development following launch  

Karina   Karina TBC  

Intranet content Develop notice and update for members 
on change. 

Karina to 
revise 
following Ali 
draft 

1/10 Karina 7/10 Draft 
complete  

DL  Update members on upcoming change.  Karina to 
revise 
following Ali 
draft 

1/10 Stephen 7/10 Draft 
complete 

Communicate with 
internal partners 

Update members on upcoming change.  Stephen/ 
Karina 

1/10 TBC 7/10  

Gazette notice 
(internal) 

Update members on upcoming change. Karina to 
revise 
following Ali 
draft 

28/09 Karina  7/10 Draft 
complete 



 

Appendix B 
Content  
Media Release 

7 October 2020 
 

Gel blasters declared regulated imitation firearm 

From 8 October 2020 gel blasters are declared as a regulated imitation 
firearm.  
 
People who own a gel blaster will have to register their gel blaster, obtain a 
firearms licence within six months, or surrender the gel blaster as part of a 
firearms amnesty. The amnesty will take place from today until 7 April 2021. 
 
Officer in Charge Firearms Branch, Superintendent Stephen Howard said the 
declaration comes following investigations by police who have assessed gel 
blasters to be firearms as defined in the Firearms Act. 
 
“The firing mechanism in a gel blaster compresses air to fire a projectile and 
therefore meets the threshold test to be defined as a firearm,” he said.  
 
“A gel blaster can easily be mistaken for a real firearm, with potential to cause 
concern in the community and trigger a police response that could involve the 
use of police firearms, or other tactical options.” 
 
SAPOL estimates more than 62,000 are circulating in the South Australian 
community.  
 
These changes mean: 

- It is an offence to possess a gel blaster without a licence. 
- It is an offence to possess an unregistered gel blaster. 
- The sale and possession of gel blasters becomes regulated. 
- They will be subject to licencing and control.  
- If a person or business does not wish to become licenced then it will 
become illegal for them to sell or possess a gel blaster. 

 
Details on how to apply for a firearms licence is available from the SAPOL 
website - https://www.police.sa.gov.au/services-and-events/firearms-and-
weapons/apply-for-a-firearms-licence2 .  
 
The Firearms Act contains a general amnesty which can be utilised to 
surrender a gel blaster to police, additional amnesty conditions are in place for 
those gel blaster owners to obtain a firearms licence 
 
“If a member of the public is in the possession of a firearm that is not 
registered or they don’t have a firearms licence then they should make use of 
the amnesty and surrender the firearm at a police station. Gel blasters are not 



 

to be surrendered at a firearm dealers.” 
 
To ensure the safety of police officers, when surrendering a gel blaster it must 
be in  
the following condition: 

-  Magazine removed and empty 
- Battery removed 
- Stock removed (if possible, the battery is often housed in the stock) 
- Gel blaster should be carried in a bag or cover to prevent causing 

concern. 
 
SAPOL will not accept accessories including: 

- Batteries - they are generic, rechargeable and the owner can keep 
them and do with them what they wish. 

- Battery chargers  
- Scopes, sights, imitation silencers, muzzle brakes, slings 
- Fore grips, bipods, tripods 
- Gel balls 
- Goggles or protective clothing 
- Torches (specific torches are sold to fit to the gel blaster) 

 
If a person deals, owns or possesses a gel blaster and does not hold the 
appropriate firearms licence then that person may be committing offences 
against the Firearms Act 2015 and Firearms Regulations 2017, and maybe 
liable to prosecution. 
 
For more information about the changes to gel blasters visit the SA Police 
website – www.police.sa.gov.au  
 

Website  
Intranet 
DL  
Internal Gazette 



 

 
 
Public Notice 



 

Appendix C 
 
Learnings 
 
What worked well  

 
 
 

What didn’t work well  
 
 
 

Improvements that could have been 
made 

 
 
 
 

Ideas for next time  
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