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Sharing the road with heavy vehicles

It is important for all road users to be patient, courteous and share the road so we can all make it safely to our 
destination. For many drivers of light vehicles, driving near heavy vehicles can be a stressful experience. A light 
vehicle is a vehicle with a weight not exceeding 4.5 tonne (i.e. car, ute, van). A heavy vehicle is a vehicle with a 
gross vehicle mass greater than 4.5 tonne. Please consider the following tips to keep safe on our roads:

• Do not cut in front of heavy vehicles. They are much heavier than other vehicles and require greater distances  
 to slow down and stop.
• Always maintain a safe following distance. Do not follow too closely as it obstructs your view of the road ahead.
• Be patient when travelling behind heavy vehicles. They are slower through hills and towns and take longer to  
 reach the speed limit but often do not travel at the speed limit for safety reasons.
• Allow plenty of time when overtaking heavy vehicles. Make sure there is enough room between you and  
	 oncoming	traffic.	When	it	is	safe	to	do	so,	use	your	indicators,	accelerate	and	overtake	as	quickly	as	possible	 
 without exceeding the speed limit. Do not cut in front of the vehicle too closely when pulling back in and  
	 maintain	your	speed.	Where	possible,	use	overtaking	lanes.
• Be aware of possible wind pressure when driving past heavy vehicles.
• Avoid blind spots. Heavy vehicles have multiple blind spots and if you cannot see the vehicle’s mirrors, then  
 the driver cannot see you.
• Give them room to move. Heavy vehicles require extra space to manoeuvre, which may involve them moving  
 into adjacent lanes. Do not overtake a heavy vehicle that is turning.
• Do not increase your speed when being passed by a heavy vehicle.
• Allow extra space when you are travelling towards a heavy vehicle with an oversize load as they will require  
 more of the road to travel safely.
• At night, dip high beam lights when you see the cabin clearance lights as the windscreen of a heavy vehicle is  
 higher than headlights and the driver will already be looking into your high beam lights.
• In wet weather heavy vehicles generate a lot of spray; this can obscure your view of what is ahead, so maintain  
 extra distance and do not attempt to overtake if you cannot see.
• Pedestrians waiting to cross a road should allow extra room when near intersections where heavy vehicles are  
 negotiating turns. Heavy vehicles are long and the centre of the vehicle can cut corners.

For further information on sharing the road with heavy vehicles visit www.mylicence.sa.gov.au

The SA Police Road Safety Centre is a leader in road safety education, playing a vital role in reducing road 
trauma through enhancing the awareness, knowledge and skills of all road users through lifelong learning.  
For more information on our range of programs visit www.police.sa.gov.au/road-safety or use the QR 
code below to take you straight to SAPOL’s road safety page. To book a FREE road safety session email  
SAPOL.RoadSafetySection@police.sa.gov.au  

This publication has been prepared as a public service initiative by South Australia Police and, while every care has been taken in 
its	preparation,	no	warranty	is	given	nor	representation,	either	express	or	implied,	made	regarding	the	accuracy,	currency	or	fitness	
for purpose of the information or advice provided and no liability or responsibility is accepted by the State of South Australia, its 
instrumentalities,	South	Australia	Police	and	their	agents,	officers	and	employees	for	any	loss	suffered	by	any	person	in	consequence	
of any use and reliance placed by any person upon the said information or advice.
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