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BUSINESS SECURITY

CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN (CPTED)

What is CPTED?

The definition of CPTED used by the National Crime Prevention Institute (NPCI) is “the proper
design and effective use of the built environment can lead to a reduction in the fear and
incidence of crime, and an improvement in the quality of life”.

(Crowe, T.D. Crime Prevention through Environmental Design, 2nd Edition 2000, pg46).

The design initiatives and principles can include:

The layout and visual appearance of an area, including lighting and landscaping.

The design, positioning and materials used for buildings and other physical structures.
The interaction and encouragement of legitimate activities; and

e The ongoing management and maintenance of the particular space.

CPTED principles should be incorporated at the design stage of a development, but can be
applied to existing developments and areas.

CPTED processes maintain that the physical environment can be manipulated to produce
behavioural effects that will reduce the incidence and fear of crime thereby improving the quality of
life. The behavioural effects can be accomplished by reducing the propensity of the physical
environment to support criminality.

CPTED involves the design of physical space in the context of the:
e Needs of bona fide users and the normal and intended use of space.
e Predictable behaviour of both bona fide users and offenders.

A successful CPTED approach is appropriate if it recognises the designated use of the space and
defines the crime problem incidental to, and the solution compatible with, the designated use.

It incorporates crime prevention strategies that enhance (or at least do not impair) the effective
use of the space.

For further business crime prevention information please visit www.police.sa.gov.au or contact
your local police station.

Disclaimer. This publication has been prepared as a public service initiative and while
every care has been taken in its preparation no warranty is given nor representation,
either express or implied, made regarding the accuracy, currency or fitness for purpose

of the information or advice provided and no liability or responsibility is accepted by the
State of South Australia, its instrumentalities, South Australia Police and their agents,
SOUTH AUSTRALIA POLICE Government officers and employees for any loss suffered by any person in consequence of any use
SAFER COMMUNITIES of South Australia of and reliance placed by any person upon the said information or advice. 12.23
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